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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Coastal sediment transport, particularly longshore sediment transport (LST), governs shoreline evolution and port
sedimentation. Accurate prediction requires separate quantification of bedload and suspended load capability
absent in traditional single-chamber streamer traps, which merge both phases into one sample. This technological
gap prevents independent calibration of two-phase numerical models, introducing significant uncertainty into
coastal management decisions. This study addresses the gap by developing and field-testing a novel Biphasic
Portable Streamer Trap (BPST) equipped with an internal horizontal baffle that physically separates bedload from
suspended load at the point of capture. The BPST provides, for the first time, phase-resolved field data essential
for advancing sediment transport modeling and enabling evidence-based Integrated Coastal Zone Management
(ICZM).

Materials and Methods

The BPST was developed by modifying the full-depth streamer trap design with a stainless-steel horizontal baffle
installed 150 mm above the base plate, creating independent lower (bedload) and upper (suspended load)
compartments. The 150-mm height was determined from bedload layer thickness theory. A 100-um polyester mesh
covers the frame. An extended-handle configuration with a boat-based mooring system was developed for
deployments deeper than 1.0 m. Field tests were conducted over one year (December 2022—December 2023) on
the sandy southern Caspian coast near Nowshahr Port, Iran. The bimodal wave climate comprises calm conditions
(Hs < 0.5 m, 85% of the year) and storm events (Hs > 0.5 m, 15%). Twenty tests were performed at depths of 0.3—
1.3 m. Samples from both compartments were separately collected, desalinated, oven-dried, and weighed to 0.1 g
precision. Wave, current, and wind data were obtained from a nearshore ADCP and ERAS reanalysis.

Results and Discussion

The BPST successfully separated the two transport phases across all 20 field tests. The mean total captured
sediment was 1665 g per deployment, comprising 1543 g bedload (92.7%) and 122 g suspended load (7.3%).
Decisive proof of selective performance was the simultaneous recording of substantial bedload (up to 4890 g) with
zero suspended load during calm conditions, confirming complete physical separation. During storm events,
suspended load increased significantly, reaching up to 560 g, demonstrating that high-energy waves drive sediment
suspension. The extended-handle configuration performed stably in water depths up to 1.3 m, overcoming
traditional depth limitations. Analysis of phase-resolved data against synchronous wave measurements confirmed
that suspended sediment mobilization occurs primarily during storms, while bedload dominates the annual
transport budget. These phase-resolved datasets provide the missing empirical foundation for independently
calibrating bedload and suspended load components in two-phase sediment transport models.

Conclusion

This study successfully developed and validated the Biphasic Portable Streamer Trap as a reliable instrument for
phase-resolved measurement of coastal sediment transport. The internal baffle design proved effective in
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physically separating bedload and suspended load, verified by the selective capture of bedload during calm
conditions. On the coast studied, bedload accounts for approximately 93% of total annual LST, with suspended
load mobilized primarily during storm events. The BPST bridges the critical gap between two-phase numerical
models and field observations by delivering the first phase-resolved datasets for this environment. Minor
limitations include the fixed 150-mm baffle height, which may be exceeded by saltating grains in extreme plunging
breakers. The BPST offers a robust, cost-effective monitoring platform for Iranian coastal waters and supports
evidence-based ICZM. Future work should deploy BPST arrays across broader spatiotemporal scales to construct
regional phase-resolved sediment transport atlases and systematically integrate these data into numerical model
calibration routines.
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(b) Local Study Area Detail
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Figure 1. Study area: Nowshahr Port on the Caspian Sea. (a) Regional overview, (b) Detailed map of the study area
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Table 1. Dry sediment weights collected during 20 BPST field tests

Test Date ]‘)&:gtel: Hs Duration Bedload Suspended Total Sea

No. (m) (m) (s) (gr) Load (gr) (gr) State
1 15-Dec-22 0.5 0.9 600 1750 260 2010 Storm
2 15-Dec-22 0.8 0.9 600 2150 320 2470 Storm
3 15-Dec-22 1.2 0.9 600 2400 400 2800 Storm
4 27-Jan-23 0.4 0.8 550 1300 170 1470 Storm
5 27-Jan-23 0.7 0.8 550 1860 290 2150 Storm
6 27-Jan-23 1.1 0.8 600 2500 360 2860 Storm
7 15-Mar-23 0.6 1.1 550 4500 460 4960 Storm
8 15-Mar-23 1.3 1.1 600 4890 560 5450 Storm
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Test Date ‘S]:;f; Hs Duration Bedload Suspended Total Sea
No. (m) (m) (s) (gr) Load (gr) (gr) State
9 15-Apr-23 1.0 1.0 600 2800 120 2920 Storm
10 15-Apr-23 0.5 0.3 600 280 15 295 Calm
11 10-May-23 1.1 0.6 600 650 20 670 Moderate
12 10-May-23 0.5 0.3 600 210 0 210 Calm
13 25-Jun-23 0.8 0.4 550 530 0 530 Calm
14 25-Jun-23 0.5 0.4 550 450 0 450 Calm
15 25-Jul-23 1.2 0.4 600 375 0 375 Calm
16 25-Jul-23 0.9 0.4 600 340 0 340 Calm
17 10-Oct-23 0.6 0.5 550 410 20 430 Moderate
18 10-Oct-23 1.1 0.5 600 500 35 535 Moderate
19 22-Nov-23 0.9 1.0 600 2100 110 2210 Storm
20 22-Nov-23 1.3 1.0 600 2600 150 2750 Storm
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Figure 3. Stacked bar chart of dry bedload and suspended load weights captured by the BPST during 20 field tests
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5 (a) Distribution of total dry sediment weight collected by the BPST over the one-year measurement period (December 2022-December 2023)
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(b) Distribution of measured sediment transport rates over the one-year campaign
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Figure 5. Temporal distribution of (a) collected dry sediment weights and (b) calculated sediment transport rates during the one-year
campaign.
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Table 2. Statistical correlation analysis between hydrodynamic parameters and sediment transport rates based on 20 BPST field

measurements
Relationship Test Coefficient p-value Significance
H; vs. Total Load Spearman p=0.78 <0.001 99%
H; vs. Bedload Spearman p=0.72 <0.001 99%
H; vs. Suspended Load Spearman p=0.81 <0.001 99%
Wind Speed vs. Total Load Pearson r=0.65 0.002 99%
Current Velocity vs. Total Load Pearson r=0.59 0.006 99%
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Figure 6. Variations in marine conditions against BPST-measured sediment transport rates during the one-year period. (a) Wind
speed; (b) Current velocity; (c—e) Wave height versus total, bedload, and suspended load transport rates (red points indicate storm
conditions)
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Figure 7. Scatter plot showing the relationship between significant wave height (Hs) and suspended load captured by the BPST
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Figure 8. Box plots comparing the distribution of bedload and suspended load weights across three water depth classes
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        𝜃  c r =     𝜏  c r  (   𝜌  s −   𝜌  w ) g   D 50 = f ( R   e ∗ )                   (1)


          u ∗    w  s >  1  𝜅 ≈ 0 . 4     یا به‌طور معادل         u ∗ > 2 . 5   w  s   (2)


        𝛿  b = 0 . 3   D 50   D ∗  0 . 7    [     𝜏  b −   𝜏  c r    𝜏  c r ]  0 . 5                   (3)


        D ∗ =   D 50    [   ( s − 1 ) g    𝜈 2 ]  1 / 3                                           (4)

